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This special school is mainstream too

Pathlight prepares
autistic children for
PSLE and O levels

By Tamia Tan

HE FIDDLES with his plaszes as he
ks to The Stmits Times, Moah

i, nine, is clearly uncomfortable
}::hng 1o strange r;. He E:gfﬂ

o A rome o
E: af uu'lE:m. and children with

find socialising hard.

Moah would recoil even when
his mather iried to embrace him —
Eflufing out hiz arms and legs
&H{E a starflsh™, sald Mrs Florence

“It"s heartbreaking to know 171
never be able to reach out to him, ™
said the mother of tao. “Tt was
tough o come to ferms with.™ Her
daughter, seven, is normal.

However, AS children often &x-

hibit extroordinary talents. Noah,
for example, has a photegraphic
meemrory. He can memorise the en-
tire street directory easily.

Howewer, despite his enviable
talent, mainstream schools were

muult:lhte" s large crowds made
i r:%:muus 'y explained his
also bullied for a

}'ear in kindergarten.

*1 needed a place where he
could leam and be happy,” said
Mrs 5L

Sk has found just the place for
him.

Pathlight was set up two years
ago by non-prodit Autism Re-
source: Centre (ARC) to fill the gap
between mainstream  schools,
svhich do not eater to autlstie chil-
dren, and special schools, which of-
E only kasic fonctional academ-

The schaal in
vides mainstream
tistie children.

There, about 300 students,
aged between six and 16, are pre-
pared for the Primary School Leay-
ing, Examination O levels, stud-
;:ng the full mainstream curricu-

m with the exception of the
mother tongue. Instead of taking

Mo Kio pro-
tion 1o au-

mother ue classes, they leam
Lsocial an mdepe:ﬂfzni living
skills, ¢ ined school supervisor
Drenkse Phua, who is also an MP

for Jalan Besar GRC.

Students pay monthly fees of
S500 but about four out of 10,
mostly from low-income families,
recEive s

The school hus been o bless
for Moah and his mother. Mrs S5i

gets invaluable ri from other
m&nﬁ;ﬁd ﬂ;;h t teachers.
vie la 0w Lo Cipe

h¢1.'tl:l with
"It was 50 mm.{mh'.g to know
there were olhers h-ﬂm‘t THlE EXpe
riencing the same " she said,
;;I‘lrufm nok a school, y’ru.[mﬂ-
" Apart from giving frequent, de-
updates on Moah's progress

in sehool, hs teachers have often
$£im miile — even hﬂ
ol Money onee W
h:;xhﬂl o stay Late mu'?“m activi-
ties after school
Part of the pioneer bateh of siu-
dents, Noah has come a long way
from his days in a mainstream kin-
dergarten.
Although vigibly nervous ag he
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GOOD BUDDIES: Noah 5i (right], whe suffers from Asperger's Syndrome, has becorme firm friends with classmates (From left) Kum Kah Wee, Danicel Dng and Mg L

Jie at Pathlight School,

Charity facts
Name: Pathlight Schoeaol
foeused school here (o offer the

mainstream curriculum to children
with autism. Shadents can =t for the

What it does: It is the [irst aulism-

to build @ new school. Iis current

premises play host to 300 students

== 10} rvoore than the school’s

capacily.

How lu-tﬂuslz%fnnd.s Tt hn]d.i

cvents Special Wal

whiich taloes place tiday at Pasir -
Park. Ed on Minister Tharman

How many staff? ﬂ:'l :ﬂl:hn:lmg
reachers and therapists.

How many volunteers? &1.
They hm man the Pathli mhﬂd
— @ €0 iy

by coffes chain ﬁﬁgch — and the
student library, and they lend 'a hand
during school outings and events.

Shanmugaratnam will be the guest of
PSLE and O levels, as well as learn i oo
s b D
55 pelai] rate {1}
; = million. Pathlight functions as a donors, and the sale of merchandise ~ Are its financial records
PRESIDE“-I'.S B ﬁitsn e af ﬂm?mmm P :’d’h ?Hullmnlddunnu
COSiE aTE cove 1 in 0 Kio ¥ you s 3
EH ﬂ'l_l..[ “EE IIH]E Edumthﬁtmd thi National Council Street 44 s {:Iul.:h-gu? with autism shnullrzl:nm bose
Social Service. Hmvmm: tiy? out in life, says supervisor Dendse
AEACH OUT SINGAPORE It needs an additional $3 million ~ $96,718 Phow o
tried to avold eyve contmct with me,
the Primary 3 maiths whiz chat-
tered enthusiastically about his fa-
vourite topic — learning.
He can already solve Secondary
1 plgebra problems,

He has also made fast friends
with his classmates.

They gladly sacrificed their re-
(== hﬂﬁi:: to keep him -;Fmpa.a

whien he was recovering from a
mur leg operation.

Mow in its second year as a Pres-
ident’s Challenge beneficiary, Path-
light wanits to expand 1o include a
frore exlensive mmﬁ!nd:-
velopment programme.

] wﬂrlutu.rn a ipt:ml]::t
rlculuom and have more speech
therapists and language educators,

hﬂﬁ:;- donations were used
to establish an IT la.wl.ll.:.r for stu-
dents gifted in graphic design

‘Wlth anu for a nl:w, b;g r

-'nil he E bn,ni‘nun the way for

“'i'hu;.r have o mu':h tnlent. It
would be a waste i we dida"t help
them e "

taniat@sph.com.5g



